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PREPARATION QUESTIONS 
 

Survivor: 
If the batterer will be present at the FGDM conference, it is important to work out with 
the survivor how the discussion of the domestic violence should take place (if at all). In 
those circumstances, the coordinator and survivor will want to answer the following 
questions: 
 

 Are there any specific topics to avoid? 

 Does the survivor have safety concerns about anyone else who may also be 
attending the meeting, such as her child or the child welfare worker? 

 Does she want to discuss the domestic violence in the FGDM conference? 

 How safe does she feel discussing the domestic violence with the abuser 
present? 

 If the children will be present, does she want to discuss the violence? 

 What does she want to do if the children or other parties bring it up? 

 What has she already discussed with the children regarding the violence? 

 How have the children been impacted by the violence? 

 What will the impact be on the children if their father’s violence is discussed in 
the conference without him present? With him present? 

 How will the abuser react if his violence towards her is brought up? By her? By 
others? 

 What has happened in the past when his violence has been discussed? 

 Are there other community or family members that he will want at the meeting? 
How does the woman feel about that? 

 Does she want someone who is an expert in domestic violence, such as a 
domestic violence victim advocate, or a batterer treatment counselor who is 
working with the abuser, present at the conference? If so, how might the abuser 
react? 

 Does she feel that she can safely speak out about her wishes and concerns if 
they are different from those of the abuser? 

 How will the facilitator know if the mother begins to feel afraid during the 
conference? Can they plan to signal each other if the mother does begin to feel 
afraid? 

 Of all the people she wants to invite to the conference, with whom has she 
discussed the domestic violence? What have their reactions been? 

 What does she think the reaction of people at the conference will be to disclosure 
of the violence? Will they support her need to be safe and his need to be non-
violent? 

 What does she fear could go wrong in the FGDM conference? What would be 
the consequences? 

 To avoid surprises, what else does the facilitator need to know about her and her 
family? If, for example, an aunt is invited, what might she tell the group that 
would be a surprise? 
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PREPARATION QUESTIONS, CONTINUED 
 

Batterer: 
Listening to the batterer and understanding his perspective is vital to assessing safety 
and risk. Questions can probe the extent to which he has taken responsibility for his 
actions and can help the coordinator better understand his sense of entitlement. If he 
will participate in the FGDM conference with the survivor, this interview gives the 
coordinator a chance to discuss with the abuser how he can be a constructive 
participant. Effective engagement with the abuser will require empathy for his situation, 
openness to hearing his underlying fears, and a willingness to respond to his legitimate 
need for services. The following questions can be used in the interview to determine 
how the abuser might react in the meeting, and how to conduct a safe meeting with him 
present: 
 

 Are there any specific topics to avoid? 

 Would it be helpful if a batterer intervention program staff person attended the 
meeting? 

 If the woman wants to discuss the domestic violence, how will he manage that 
discussion? 

 Are there other community or family members that he wants at the meeting? How 
does he think the woman will react to that? Will these other people support her 
need to be safe and his need to be non-violent? 

 Have any of the people attending the meeting seen him escalate situations when 
disagreements arose in the past? Will this be a fear or concern of other meeting 
participants? How can that concern be addressed? 

 How can he let the facilitator know that he needs a break during the meeting 
because of topics being discussed? 

 If it has been agreed that domestic violence will not be discussed, how will he 
respond if another party brings it up? 

 What has happened in the past when the violence has been discussed? 

 What has he discussed with the children regarding his violence? 

 How have the children been affected by the violence? 

 What might the impact be on the children if the violence is discussed in their 
presence in the meeting? 

 How can he convey to the woman that she can safely speak out about her 
wishes and concerns if they are different from his? 

 What does he fear could go wrong in the FGDM conference? What might the 
consequences of this be? 

 To avoid surprises, what else does the facilitator need to know about him and his 
family? 
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